
Cross Party Group on the Active Travel Act 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th October 2017 

12.30pm in Dining Room 2, Ty Hywel. 

 

Present: see attached list 

Welcome and Introductions: Lee Waters AM welcomed people to the meeting and explained why it 
was important to have an Assembly Cross Party Group focussing explicitly on the implementation of 
the Active Travel Act. 

Election of Chair and Secretary: Lee Waters was proposed as Chair and elected unopposed.  Lee 
Waters proposed that Chris Roberts, who was now acting as his Active Travel Advisor, be the 
secretary.  This was accepted by the meeting. 

Overview of Act and Progress to Date: Chris Roberts set out the key purposes of the Act: to get 
more people walking and cycling in order to reap the benefits of improvements in health, air quality 
and the environment.  This was only achievable if the Act encouraged new people to choose walking 
and cycling in preference to using a car.  The main barrier to starting cycling, especially for women, is 
the perception that cycling is not safe, thus it was essential that the Act provided infrastructure that 
allowed people to make whole journeys in safety.  At the heart of the Act is the Integrated Network 
Map (INM) on which local authorities set out a fifteen year plan for an ideal walking and cycling 
network that safely connects where people live to the places to which they need to travel.  The 
Design Guidance put in place by the Act sets out how the INMs should be designed and emphasises 
the importance of a Basic Network of traffic calmed streets in residential areas.  

Local Authorities are required to submit their final INMs to Welsh Government by November 3rd; 
there is considerable concern that many local authorities have not given due regard to the planning 
of the basic network but have concentrated on developing a limited number of routes, in direct 
contravention of the advice in the Design Guidance.  Two further provisions of the Act were 
highlighted: the requirement to provide active travel infrastructure when highways were being built 
or redesigned and the need for provision to be made for walkers and cyclists when a path was 
disrupted by roadworks. 

The ensuing discussion focussed on the effectiveness of the Act in promoting behaviour change, 
particularly for young people.  Concern was expressed at the process for approving the Integrated 
Network Maps, whether there was a role for independent scrutiny and the extent to which local 
authorities were clear about what was expected of them, particularly in regard to prioritising the 
delivery of the networks.  A number of speakers raised the issue of the level of resource and 
expertise that local authorities were able to dedicate to this process and the adequacy of the 
support and training provided by Welsh Government.  Members enquired about the potential to 
further amend the INMs, it was pointed out that they had to be re-submitted at least every three 
years but that Cardiff had committed to submitting an improved map with the next twelve months. 
Local authorities were required to collaborate in ensuring cross boundary routes for commuting but 
it was not clear that this was taking place. 

Lee Waters reported on his meeting with the two ministers responsible for active travel.  There was 
to be a review of the Design Guidance – concern was expressed that this should not be left entirely 
to Welsh Government officials, and there was a need to involve Phil Jones who had chaired the 
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original independent panel that had drawn up the guidance.  Lee questioned the extent to which the 
requirement in the Act that active travel infrastructure be incorporated into new highways 
developments was being observed, citing the lack of walking and cycling provision in the plans for 
the Caernarfon by-pass.  Ministers were looking to increase investment in active travel; a number of 
people emphasised the importance of ensuring that investment only went to routes that met the 
requirements of the Design Guidance.  

The effectiveness of the Welsh Government’s Active Travel Board was discussed, it was felt that it 
could only provide effective challenge if had an independent Chair.  The board was not being given a 
role in the scrutiny of the INMs. 

The South Wales Metro offered considerable opportunities to improve active travel provision. 

Role of the Group and Future Work Programme 

David Melding emphasised the importance of the Group serving a resource for Assembly Members, 
providing insightful briefings for questions, debates etc. The Chair proposed the establishment of a 
small working group of himself, the Secretary, Meryl James and Steve Brooks to take forward the 
business of the Group with full meetings being held on a quarterly basis.  This was agreed.  The 
following topics were to be considered for the future work programme: the promotion of behaviour 
change; funding; the establishment of targets; and the development of a code of practice on 
provision for active travellers when roadworks are taking place. 

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting. 
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Attendees: 

First Name Surname Organisation 

John Griffiths AM 

Mike Hedges AM 

Huw Irranca Davies  AM 

David Melding AM 

Jeremy Miles AM 

Lee Waters AM 

Nancy Cavill (Representing Julie Morgan AM) 

Robin Lewis (Representing Vikki Howells AM) 

Darren  Price (Representing Dai Davies AM) 

Anne Adams King Welsh Cycling 

Stephen Brookes Sustrans Cymru 

Rebecca Brough Ramblers Cymru 

Lindsey Brown Sustrans Cymru 

Duncan Dollimore Cycling UK 

Meryl James Julie Morgan AM 

Ryland Jones Sustrans Cymru 

Rachel Maycock Living Streets 

Chris Roberts Lee Waters AM 

Liz Thorne Lee Waters AM 

Natasha Withey Sustrans Cymru 
 


